
He said, however, that he did not un- 
derstand why the suit was Gled. 

"1 thought the problem had beett 
taken care of," Enos said. '7 don't un- 
derstand what's going on." 

The suit, filed by Attorney General 
John Ashcroft on behalf of the DNR, 
seeks 510,000•a-day penalties from 
the firm for an unspeciried period of 
time. 

According to the suit, local officials 
in March discovened some of the 
toxic wastes in the lagoon had seeped 
through the lagoon's walls. The 
wastes Included heavy metals, deter- 
gents and ammonia used in the com- 
pany's electroplating proceas, offi- 
cials said. 

The build-up at the time was so se- 
vere that DNR officials declared the 
lagoon an emergency. 

"The land around the logocm- is 
such that it Is possible any release of 
hazardous wastes front the IaRoon 
could find its way into the under- 

ground water system and thereby 
present a threat to human health and 
the environment," Ashcroft said. 

However, a cpokesman for the nat- 
ural resources agpncy. Nancy Guyton, 
said tests of gmundwater taken after 
the seepage was discovered had 
turned up no contamination which 
could be traced to Litton. 

In September, Litton spent more 
than S250.onn in a state•nrdered 
clean•up operation at the lagoon on 
West Kearnev. hiore than 100 coal 
trucks carried 2,000 cubic yards of 
sludge to a chemical waste dump in 
Joliet, Ill, 

The suit riled Friday was the 
spcond the state has filed against the 
rirm in the paqt two years. 

In July 1980, Ashcroft filed a suit 
against Litton a1leRing it had been 
discharging wastewater from its la- 
goon into nParby sinkholes. 

The coml+any later was ordered to , 
pay a $20,000 civil fine. 
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JEFFERSON CITY — State off- 

cials filed a lawsuit lhiday against 
Litton Systems Inc. in Springfield, 
charging the company violated state 
laws by improperly operating a se%v- 
age lagoon for toxic wastes. 

The suit, filed in Greene County 
Circuit Court, said Litton's failure to 
operate its lagoon In compliance with 
state law had created a possible 
health hazard because toxic wastes 
had seeped from the lagoon. 

So far, however, there has been uo 
evidence to show the toxic wastes 
contamined water supplies in the 
area, the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources said. 

Litton recently closed the lagonn 
under orders from the stste, the de= 
partment said. 

Ronald Enos, general manager for 
the Springfield Litton plant, would 
not comment on the suit Friday night 
because he said he had not seen it. 
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I seasott in many dey to moderately d ry  
t y~rs, ne sa ~a. 	' 
I ~ The farthest alottg of the diverston 
1 pr•)jects is South Dakota's plan to sell 
~ rnrer water for use tn a 1,404mi1e-long 

emi slurry ptpelme. Mtssouri, Iowa, Ne- ,- 
~ . b;aska and a coahtton of farm, envtron- 

r.^.ental and ratl mterests ,  have filed 
1' federal lawsutts tn an eftnrt to stop the 
t sgle to the San Franctsco-based Energy 
; ;ransportahort Systems, Inc. 

The btggest diversion projects would 
provtde tmgatton water for farming m 

s the htgh plams. In those at'eas, heavy 
' irrtgattott is deplettng the Ogallala 

Aqutfer, an underground take beneath 
- western Kansas and parts ot Texas, Ok- 
s lahoma, .. Nebraska anfl four other 
n states. 

Rotert said the corps was studying a 
i"`prapep 1 to divert 1.4 mtllton to 3.4 mtl- 
n I,on al`re-feet per year from the Mic-sou- 
it • n near St. Jaseph, Mo., to western 
e Kansas. He said the system of canals 

and pumps would cost $7 billtort to $IO 
t- bdlion, or up to 5500 for each acre tm- 
n Rated. 
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